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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by Kahn et 
al (US 6,525,775). 
[claims 1 &14] 

In regard to Claims 1 and 14, Kahn et al, discloses a video recording and reproducing apparatus 
(Figure 1 shows the system comprising a remote control 94, receiver 90, television monitor 98, 
and a video recording/reproducing apparatus 113) comprising: 

• A tuner for receiving a digital broadcast signal from a transponder and converting 
data of the digital broadcast signal into a stream of bits carrying data of a group 
of programs, and outputting the stream of bits (Figure 2 tuner 210 which receives 
the digital broadcast signal and converts the signal through the multiplexer 101 
before processing of the signal); 

• A program selector for separating data of a program selected by a user from the 
stream of bits, and outputting the data of the program as a stream of program 
bits (Figure 2 transport decoder and microprocessor separates the data of the 
program by using the stream of bits as disclosed in Column 6 Lines 8-17); 

• A decoder for separating elementary streams (ES) which includes at least one of: 
encoded signals of video data, audio data, and program related data from the 
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stream of program bits and decoding and elementary streams (Figure 2 transport 
decoder 102 decodes and separates the streams of data which include video, 
audio, and program related information as described in Column 6 Lines 18-28); 

• An output section for transferring the elementary streams in data of a program 
provided by said program selector (Figure 2 shows video/audio out); and 

• An ES selector for selecting elementary streams in data of a program provided 
by said program selector (Figure microprocessor 102 also selects elementary 
streams in data of the program as further described in Column 6 Lines 29-68). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

•i 

[claim 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7] 

Claims 2-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. In regard to Claim 2, the prior art of record (Kahn et al US 6,525,775) 
discloses a user video recording and reproducing apparatus (Figure 1b) which has a transport 
decoder/microprocessor which acts as program selector and elementary stream selector as 
seen in Figure 2 and described in Column 6 Lines 8-17; however, the prior art of record fails to 
teach, suggest, or partly disclose an apparatus in combination of the above apparatus 
comprising: 

"..when the number of the elementary streams is higher than a particular setting, the ES 
selector selects elementary which satisfy predetermined requirements such that the number of 
selected elementary streams is no more than the particular setting." 
[claims 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 13] 
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Claims 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 are allowed. The statement of reasons for allowance is 
indicated in the above listed reasons for allowance for claim 2 which indicates the allowable 
subject matter: 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Sakazaki et al (US 5,648,960). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 703-305-0378. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 703-305-4725. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




